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place with Yugoslavia, whose resistance collapsed almost at once ;
and the Greek and British forces v^ere thus left alone to take the
full weight of the powerful German invasion, which was launched
on April 3.
Simultaneously with the opening of the ill-starred campaign in
Greece, untoward events were also occurring in Cyrenaica.
With unexpected speed the Germans had dispatched an armoured
division to Tripoli under General Rommel, an officer of consider- .
able reputation and high talent for armoured warfare. The new
Italian commander, General Garibaldi, had in addition at his dis-
posal one Italian armoured and one motorised division. Our
Western Desert Force, now under General Neame, was meanwhile
labouring under great difficulties ; hostile air attacks prevented the
use of Benghazi as a base port, and made it necessary for us to
bring up everything required from Tobruk, 200 miles to the east,
thus increasing the already heavy strain on our deficient transport..
The tanks of the newly arrived 2nd Armoured Division, which
was already short of one brigade sent to Greece were in need of
maintenance and short of spare parts, and when it was attacked at
Agedabia, 150 miles south of Benghazi, on March 31, the gth
Australian Division, which was also much below strength, was too
far back at Benghazi to support it. It was rapidly forced back and
General Neame had to order a general withdrawal. The Australians
retreated to Tobruk where* they we're invested by the enemy;
but the and Armoured Division was destroyed piecemeal about
Mechili, and to crown our misfortunes, Generals Neame and
O'Connor, Commander and Second-in-Command of the Western
Desert Force, were captured during the retreat. Fortunately, the
enemy halted at the Egyptian frontier and turned his attention to
the reduction of Tobruk.
The campaign in Greece also developed unfavourably. When the
German invasion began, the. armoured brigade, the New Zealand
Division, and two Greek divisions deployed on the Aliakhmon line,
, with the 6th Australian Division guarding the Monastir Gap through
the mountains on the left. The collapse of the outnumbered and
unready Yugoslav army after a series of heavy defeats and the
danger that as a result the Greek main army in Albania might be
surrounded and destroyed, together with the enemy's complete air
command, compelled General Wilson even at this early stage of
the campaign to face the possibility of the eventual evacuation of
his force, which was ordered back to the historic Thermopylae
area; and on April 19, General Wavell in agreement with
the Greek High Command authorised the evacuation suggested by
General Wilson. The capitulation of the Greek army forty-eight
hours later proved the wisdom of this determination.
Our re-embarkation, though interfered with by the seizure by